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of his Utah hiking books. This 
makes sense and helps avoid con- 
fusion between the two pinnacles. 

The more famous Francis Peak 
is now well-know? BS d “Hikyinark” 
in Davis and Morgan counties be- 
cause of the twa radar domes sit- 
ting on it. 

The peak was nated Fraricis in 
honor of Esther Charlotte Emily 
Wiesbroddt Francis, an carly pio- 
neer woman who settled in Morgan 
iu 1863. Her expert knowledge of 
mathematics, particulary caleu- 
jus, drew many to seek her Belp. 
She assisted e: rly surveyors and, 
among other things, helped orga: 
nize Mor gan City into blocks, lots, 
and streets, y 
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ments of the West to name tionde i 
thdrk after a pereon iri ) 
of servicers rendered ris A 


tions made, endana aE 44 i 
neme was used. fn tha 
Francis, her lastname) ably “itt 
sounded like a better name for the 
most prominent moustain pexis i in 
the area than her firstname, > 
Brigham Young himself is re- 
« poited to have honor cis hy, 
naming the mountain fter her: 1 
“Why her dëme was ka tothe 
second-highest ptak if ihe moun 
tain range between Hotutiful and 
Weber Canyon is unclear. Lacking 
modern equipment, perbaps nv | | 
one in the 1800sknew Me north, 
peak was the highest, or possibly 
thë south peak just looked more 
speciac ular because it was poir 
(The northern Francis Pear ts 
ron ded.) 
Obviously, South 
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radar towers Ea atop it that 
were not there before the 1960s. 
Meanwhile, the taller, northern 
Francis has remained a wilderness. 
The peak was surveyed at 9,707 
feet high in 1955 until a re-mea- 
surement in 1991 lowered it by one 
foot to its current 9,706. 

North Francis Peak can be a lit- 
tle difficult to single out, but it is 
more easily spotted out west, away 
from the foothills. Itis directly east 
of the Davis Drive-in Theater and 
has a little knob poking out of its 
north slope. To the south of it, the 
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mainin skyline dipe sev. 
gral hiindred feet to its lowest") 
point between Weber and Fars 
minglar canyons, 

‘She original, southern Franëis: 
Peak is visited by hundreds of 2 
people a year and has adirt road 
jeading to it. The radar towers? 
have made it one of the only real’ 
skymerks in Davis Cotnty, espe 
cially af night, when they are ^ 
lighted. This Francis Peak was ‘> 
7 feet and is listed 
as such on 1955 U.S. Geologicél 
Survey maps. Construction on the 
two xadar towers started in July- 
1958. The pointed peak had tobe. 
blasted off to level juatover an, 
dere of ground to support the raz 
dar facilities. 

‘This construction resulted in a: 
Joss of 22,000 cubic yards of De 
ital and 32 feet of the peaks i ~ 
height. However, the Gevlogitel à 
Survey kas since negi to We 
date the agina beh: ‘vars Peak’s. 
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is 1961. When’ aot 
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mile of gliding separates erica i 
from Lagoon. 
Nearly perpetual snow belok 
the radar towers creates a small - 
“winter playground” in the sping: 
and summer, though this kind of ~ 
recreation can lead to accidents. _ 
For example, a Clinton teenager ` 
slid 300 feet down the side of Fran- 
cis Peak while snowboarding last — 
May and into a rock field, resulting 
in three fractured vertebrae. s = 
The Morgan County Historical Soci- 
ety contributed information on oO 7 
original Francis Peak to this stoi 
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